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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify the role of criminal procedures in the United Arab Emirates. The problem
of the study lies in the existence of a state of confusion between the legal texts of each other, which
may prompt the taking of penal measures that may not be commensurate with Customs crimes, as
Article 7 of the Criminal Procedures Law indicated that only the Public Prosecution office has the right
to take criminal measures against the accused and follow up on the progress of cases until a final
judgment is issued, while Article 32 and Article 33 of the Criminal Procedures Law indicated that
judicial arrest officers Of the police are authorized to take criminal measures, including collecting
criminal evidence, and among government agencies other than the police, officers of the armed forces,
border police, coast guards, officers of the General Administration of Residency and Foreigners Affairs,
municipal inspectors, the Ministry of Health and Community Protection, and customs officials, which
is a conflict between the tasks of the Public Prosecution And government agencies referred to. Article
45 indicates that it is permissible to search the accused or suspects and arrest them if there is sufficient
evidence, while Article 47 states that the Public Prosecution Office alone has the power to issue
decisions to search suspects, interrogate them and arrest those involved if their involvement is proven
or release them if their innocence is proven. This contradicts the text of Article 5 of the Criminal
Procedures Law, which states that the Public Prosecution is the one that conducts the investigation and
accusation of crimes and not the judicial inspectors from other government agencies. The importance
of the study was highlighted by the presence of strengthening the role of criminal procedures and the
possibility of tightening those procedures in the UAE. The study followed the analytical approach to
analyze the role of criminal procedures in the United Arab Emirates. The study found many results,
including that the criminal procedures play a major role in achieving public restraint for not committing
customs crimes in the United Arab Emirates. The study recommended the necessity of working on the
classification and classification of the customs crime law to allow clarification of criminal procedures

in the United Arab Emirates.

Keywords: criminal procedures, customs crime, United Arab Emirates, opportunities and challenges
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